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Collaboration distance and other new author-related features

In March 2016, several new features have been released
related to author search and profiles. The most notice-
able innovation is probably the introduction of the col-
laboration distance tool (available at https://zbmath.
org/collaboration-distance/ or via the author profiles).
With the progress of author identification especially for
historical data, the underlying zbMATH coauthor graph
has now become sufficiently reliable to compute short-
est collaboration paths, even managing to include au-
thors from 19th century (you may, e.g., check your Al-
ice number, defined as the distance to Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson=Lewis Carroll plus one, except if you are Alice
yourself).

Other improvements concern the result lists for authors,
which now include the period of activity, main coauthors
and areas that help make it easier to spot the person you
are looking for.

The list of possible external links has now been extended
further: In addition to MGP, ORCID, Wikipedia, Math-
Net.ru, or homepages, linking to arXiv, Digital Bibliog-
raphy & Library Project (dblp), Gemeinsame Normdatei
(GND), and Researchgate is now also possible.

If you have any comments or corrections, feel free to
write us at authorid@zentralblatt-math.org

Citation matching tool
Reviewers find it frequently useful to quickly identify
the Zbl number of a publication. A new citation match-
ing tool freely available at
https://zbmath.org/citationmatching/
makes this much easier. Apart from classical queries us-
ing author, title etc. fields, one also has the option to
just put a raw reference string (possibly also containing
typos and unusual reference formats) into the first field.
A fuzzy search will return the closest zbMATH result to
the input, if a minimum score of similarity is achieved.

Links to arXiv full texts
Also recently, the links to available free arXiv preprint
versions have been added to zbMATH entries. This per-
tains overall more than 120,000 items from the arXiv

math set and offers not only the option to retrieve the
free arXiv versions directly from the zbMATH search,
but also allows one to employ the additional features of
zbMATH, such as faceting, author disambiguation, or
thematic indexing, to retrieve and analyse arXiv infor-
mation in an enhanced way.1

zbMATH at the 7ECM Berlin
We are looking forward to meeting our reviewers at
the upcoming 7th European Congress of Mathematics,
which will take place July 18–22 in Berlin. There will be
a zbMATH booth at the exhibit area (Lichthof of the
Main Building of Technische Universität), and the tra-
ditional reception for reviewers, partners and friends of
zbMATH is scheduled for the afternoon of July 19th. On
both occasions, there will be the opportunity to meet
the new Editor-in-Chief of zbMATH, Klaus Hulek.

1More information and applications to a comprehensive analysis of the arXiv content can be found at p. 55-57 of the recent EMS
Newsletter http://www.ems-ph.org/journals/newsletter/pdf/2016-03-99.pdf.
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