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Summary: The purpose of this study was to shed light on the mathematics-learning experiences of stu-
dents who were enrolled in non-credit-bearing remedial mathematics courses at a 4-year university. Non-
credit-bearing remedial mathematics courses have a long curricular history in both 2-year and 4-year higher
education institutions, but students’ mathematics-learning experiences in these courses have been largely un-
explored. Furthermore, other recent studies have evinced the otherwise anecdotal supposition that African
American learners, particularly, are disproportionately placed in these courses. In this study, students’
narratives are the primary unit of analysis, and the data are derived from semistructured interviews with
then-enrolled students and observations in a non-credit-bearing remedial mathematics course at a pub-
lic, 4-year university. The study’s findings center on two psychosocial phenomena amid these students’
mathematics learning experiences: identity satisficing and racialized identity threat. The article closes
with implications for future research regarding both non-credit-bearing remedial mathematics courses and
mathematics-learning identities and experiences.
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